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	Date
	Class Level
4th – 6th 
	Subject
GEOGRAPHY

	Strand: HUMAN ENVIRONMENTS

	Strand Unit: Living in the local community • People living and working in the local area  •  People living in other parts of Ireland • People and other lands

	Title: PEOPLE AND PLACES - OCEAN LEADERS, CHAMPIONS AND HEROES WALL PROJECT

	Objective(s): The aim of the lesson plan is for the children to develop ideas and discuss issues of concern relating to how climate change is effecting the ocean near Ireland and other parts of the world. The children will develop a sense of place and space in Ireland and the world, investigating the wide range of people that are involved in raising awareness and creating solutions to address the issues of Climate Change.


	Skills Required
Developing skills through • Developing a sense of place and space • Picturing places (infants) • Using pictures and maps, models and globes • Geographical investigation skills including: Questioning • Observing • Investigating • Analysing • Recording and communicating • Evaluating





	Learning Objectives

Understand and discuss facts about Climate Change and how it is affecting the ocean in the areas near where the students live and around the world.

Become familiar with UN Sustainable Goal 13 – Climate Action and UN Sustainable Goals 14 – Life Under Water

Develop knowledge about all of the different types of people and organisations that are taking action against climate change in the children’s community, country, in Europe and around the world. 

Able to identify the countries people are from in the world, who are actively raising awareness and creating solutions to reduce and overcome the effects of climate change. 

Develop an understanding that to create change, it involves all sorts of people including family, friends, local communities; marine scientists and researchers; businesses, industry politicians, as well as people who have become famous helping to raise awareness about the importance of protecting our planet. 


	Learning Activities

KWL chart:
Begin the lesson using a KWL chart, where students can track information before and after the lesson. Ask students leading questions from the chart:
• What do you already ‘know’ about this topic? • What things do you ‘want’ to learn about the topic • What did you ‘learn’ from doing your research?

Teacher Directed Approach:
Encourage the students to think about climate change and how it affects the ocean.   
Talk to the class about people and organisations in your communities, country and the world that are taking action against climate change and how it is affecting the ocean.  

Investigative approach: 
Split the class into groups where the children can work together in teams.  Create an Ocean Leaders, Champions and Heroes wall project showing the wide network of people in Ireland, Europe and around the world that are involved in helping raise awareness, informing the public and inspiring change to protect the ocean and the world from climate change.  

Use of ICT: The children are encouraged to use laptops to engage in some research on their topic and finding people in the following areas:
· Identify people including their friends, family, school and local community activities and volunteer groups that are involved in helping to raise awareness about the marine environment and / or are creating ‘green / smart’ solutions to help deal with issues relating to climate change in Ireland.   
· Identify people, organisations and the researchers (and research vessels) in Ireland that are involved in monitoring the climate, collecting data about the ocean and the effects of climate change (see Marine Institute; Met Éireann and EPA links below.)
· Identify people or organisations in Ireland that are involved in creating solutions to overcome issues relating to climate change. (e.g. green energy, sustainable living etc). 
· Identify other people and organisations around the world that are involved in creating solutions to overcome issues relating to climate change.
· Identify people who have become famous for actively working to protect the environment, raising awareness on TV programmes, inspiring large protests, or supporting projects to help resolve issues relating to climate change.
· Identify super heroes that the children like to watch on TV, at the Movies or online, that are helping to raise awareness about the issues of climate change and environmental care.  

Provide the children with large A2 poster paper and get the teams to create their own world map.  Provide the children with sample images of people helping to raise awareness, research and creating solutions to climate change and the effects on the ocean.  These may be printed on several A4 sheets.  Create several copies of each so you have enough photos for each of the teams in the class.  
Encourage the children to research and find out more about the people in the photos and their involvement in climate action activities. Who are they; where are they from; what do they do;  why are the activities they are involved in important.
Add an image of the person on the world map, showing what country they are from.  Instruct the students to include information next to the image qualities they like about the person that makes them an environmental leader, champion or ocean super hero.
The students may also like to identify areas in the world that are being affected by the climate change now (e.g. Island nations affected by rising sea levels, melting icecaps, depleted fishing etc). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Some image samples have been provided below of environmental leaders, champions, activists and ocean super heroes:  
1. Children protesting to raise awareness about climate change
2. 23 young change-makers representing 14 Atlantic countries are planning strategic movements to bring the oceans back into everyone's lives.
3. Greta Thunberg - the Swedish schoolgirl who has inspired an international movement to fight climate change.
4. David Attenborough - English broadcaster, writer, and naturalist noted for his innovative educational TV programs such as Blue Planet II.
5. Mary Robinson - Former President of Ireland, at the centre for thought leadership, education and advocacy on the struggle to secure global justice for those people vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.
6. Leonardo DiCaprio - An actor and environmental activist, he works with a number of organisations dedicated to urgently addressing climate change and environmental threats to life on Earth.
7. Duke and Duchess of Cambridge - launch Earthshot Prize to 'repair the planet' from climate change. 
8. Marine Institute scientists and researchers – Environmental Monitoring contributing towards collecting data on the effects Climate Change is having on the ocean.
9. Young super hero actively taking part in an event to help raise awareness about the ocean, environment and climate change.

Talk and Discussion: 
· Get the students to present their posters about the people they found that were ocean leaders, champions and heroes, saving the planet and ocean from Climate Change.
· Encourage the children to discuss the qualities they liked about the people involved in the climate change activities - Local to Global.
· Highlight how everyone has a role to play in being an ocean hero and coming up with solutions to address the issue of climate change.

Next step:
Lead into the next lesson / activity creating an Ocean Hero that Saves the Ocean from Climate Change

	Resources:
· KWL chart
For Children:
· See NASA's Climate Kids Eyes on the Earth website https://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/big-questions/
· See https://climateheroes.org/
For Teachers Background information:
· Learn about some of the marine technology used by the Marine Institute that helps collect data that is used to monitor the effects of climate change in the ocean: Argo Floats: https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/news-events/news/exploring-our-marine-marine-institute-4
· Real Time observations using technology collecting data: http://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/data-services/real-time-observations/real-time-observations
· Supporting research of the marine environment and of climate change: https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/areas-activity/marine-environment/marine-climate-change
· See the Marine Institute’s Powtoons showing the career profiles of an oceanographers Caroline Cusack and Triona McGrath https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/working-us/career-profiles
· See the short videos produced by Met Éireann’s work on Climate Change: https://www.met.ie/climate/climate-change
· The recent report published by the EPA provides Climate Research Coordination Group: First Report on Activities: June 2017 - December 2018 is suitable for teachers to develop an understanding of the organisations involved in climate change research and mitigation in Ireland. Some of these government departments, local authority representatives, agencies and stakeholders maybe in your local area.
· UN Sustainable Development Goals 13 & 14: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/climate-change/ 
        https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/u

	Differentiation
Higher and Lower order questioning. Differentiate group activities and roles to account of individual needs, by support, task. Mixed ability pairing.

	Assessment
Students: KWL chart (What I know, What I want to know, What I learned) 
Teacher observation and questioning: Mind Mapping – colour code what students know / new concepts introduced
Examine learning outcomes before and after e.g. knowledge, understanding, skills.
Evaluation: Reflect on learning experiences that lead to the outcomes e.g. attitudes, enjoyment, as well as motivation to learn about the subject.

	&Linkage and Integration
English – writing stories, learning the structures of plots and understanding characters, writing poems.
Visual Arts – creative drawing creating awareness of line, shape, form; painting using colour, introduce textiles / recycled items to develop texture.
Science  / Geography – Environmental awareness and care, caring for my locality / caring for my environment, science and the environment
Geography – Human Environments, People living and working in local areas, People living and working in contrasting part of Ireland, People in other lands (e.g. island nations)
Natural Environments – The local and natural environment, Weather and climate.
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